
Interview with Cameron School of Business Alumnus Forrest ‘Lake’ Gibson (May 

2016 Graduate)  
 

What led you to pursue a business degree? 

I find myself often questioning the world around me. As a freshman, I imagined business 

would shed light onto many of the unanswered questions such as: What are stocks? What 

is the “economy” all about? How do you start your own business? My business degree 

has certainly allowed me to gain just a little insight into all-things-business from 

marketing, accounting, economics, finance, and management. I chose Marketing as my 

concentration as I see myself as a creative thinker; one who enjoys pushing new ideas 

and drafting those ideas from other people. Marketing is the creative side of business and 

whether you are in professional selling or market analytics, there is no set way in how to 

make sense of data or how to communicate with people. 

 

What are you doing now? 

I am an Insights Data Analyst at OpinionLab Inc. I read comments customers leave on 

clients’ websites and create reports to capture VOC for various companies across diverse 

industries. I use many skills I learned in Marketing, especially my 443 Marketing 

Research class where I learned the value in research articles, formatting and continuous 

and discrete variables. I’m very fortunate to have the opportunity to work with so many 

well-known clients on so many levels. I also read various marketing research articles and 

apply what I learn to some of my reports to back my findings!  

 

Advice for students? 

Get involved and meet good people. If I had any regrets from my college career, it would 

be that I did not get involved with more events at CSB and UNCW in general. I have also 

come to recognize the importance of meeting people. Put yourself in different, safe, but 

different environments you would normally not find yourself anywhere near. Trying new 

things and meeting new people forces you to gain different perspectives and learn things 

you never knew you ever needed to know. Finally, don’t stress. Time slipped so quickly 

for me and would stress me out. Learn how to use your limitations to advance you 

forward, give wasted time some life and your life some wasted time… we all need a 

break from reality at times!  

 

What excites you about UNCW? 

 Two things excite me about UNCW; the first being, our location. The coastal community 

of Wilmington has so much to offer. Whether you are seeking exciting events, simple 

outings, or a reflective moment by the sand and the sea, Wilmington is the place to be. 

The second are the people of UNCW. The staff, students, and community all foster a type 

of energy that is positive, fun, and uplifting—and I love that! No matter what department 

I am in or what side of campus I am on, I feel like I am a friend to any stranger I say 

“hello” to! 

 

 

 

 



What makes UNCW special to you? 

I have grown as a person. I am not the same guy I used to be four years ago… and I 

would say for the better! UNCW is special to me because I can visit certain spots of 

campus and note unique moments or memories from time here. The way I view the 

Student Center and Randall Library now are totally different than the way I saw them as a 

freshman. I remember feeling so lost and almost alone when I first came here. Now, I feel 

like I essentially run the place. I feel like I am part of a greater family and recognize that 

this little teal corner of Wilmington will forever be a part of me.  

  

 What do you wish the general public knew about UNCW? 

The diverse talent this school has to offer. It is so cool to see people from the business 

school, art department, or the communication department, come together in a social 

setting. Not even that, it is neat to hear about what different students and professors are 

doing right in our own community! There is so much potential stirring on the UNCW 

grounds, and much like Chancellor Sartarelli has mentioned, UNCW is certainly giving 

flight to Imagination. 
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